
 

PNR Camargue
In partnership with 

OT Arles

A loop around the Craponne Canal,
between Crau and Camargue, between
town and countryside! 
This bike tour invites you to discover the Craponne Canal

and this surrounding landscapes! Let yourself be guided by

this discreet channel from Arles and its water flowing

through the small secondary canals to water the gardens.

Walk along the Roman aqueduct then around Raphèle,

listen to the bleating of the sheep. You are in the heart of

the Crau where you can see the irrigation water in the

landscape! Craponne Canal, hammers, marshes, rice fields,

Vigueirat canal ... a pleasant route around the water! 

Useful information

Practice : BIKE 

Duration : 2 h 30 

Length : 30.2 km 

Trek ascent : 66 m 

Difficulty : Easy 

Type : Boucle 

Themes : Flora, Waters and rivers 

Accessibility : Hybrid bike 

Around the Craponne canal by bike
Arles 

 
(Juliette Primpier - PNR Camargue) 
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Trek

Departure : Hortus Garden, Arles
Arrival : Arles

Back to the Hortus garden, facing the river, head towards the Rhone banks. 
1 - Under the bridge of the 2x2 lanes and at the outlet, go to the right then take the bike path to reach the
city center. Continue for more than 1 km, pass the Tourist Office. 
2 - At the crossroads, follow the direction of the Alyscamps on the right. 
3 - Then turn left towards the Alyscamps, cross the old railway and then take a left. Continue and go under
the bridge of the railway track. 
4 - At the traffic light, turn right and continue until the Pont-de-Crau roundabout. 
5 - At the roundabout, take the first exit and follow the bike path on the left towards Pont-de-Crau. Walk
along the aqueduct then at the end of the bike path, continue on the path of the tops that climbs slightly
to the right. Turn left, Chemin du Trabac then continue for 1 km. 
6 - At the stop, turn left and continue for 500 m. At the second stop, head to the left. Cross the bridge
over the canal. At the roundabout, take the first exit towards Moulès. Continue for 600 m then turn right,
Route de Servannes. Continue on this road that becomes a path for more than 4 km. 
7 - Turn right, Villarde Communal Road and continue for more than 1 km.
8 - Turn left, Route le Crau then turn right towards Mas-Thibert. Go over the motorway and continue
towards Mas-Thibert for about 3 km. 
9 - Turn right, Chemin des Canons. At the end of the Chanoines path, turn right towards Arles and after
the bridge over the Vigueirat canal, turn to the right to take the ViaRhôna to Arles. 
10 - At the Van Gogh bridge, continue Jean Charcot street then at the end of this street, turn left, Pont de
Langlois street. At the roundabout, follow the direction of the Ancient Arles Museum. Return to the
starting point.
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On your path...

 

 The outlet of the Craponne canal (A)   The Rhône (B)  

 The Craponne Canal (C)   The water of the Craponne canal (D)  

 The aqueduct of the Crau bridge (E)   Hammers and water management (F)  

 The flora around the Craponne (G)   The Camargue Regional Nature Park (H)  

 La Crau, land of sheep (I)   Rice fields (J)  

 The Canal du Vigueirat, from the Rhone to
the Mediterranean sea (K) 

  The ViaRhôna from Lake Geneva to the
Mediterranean sea (L) 
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Advised parking

Parking du Jardin Hortus (payant), Arles

 

All useful information

 Advices 

Respect the rules of the road on roads open to public traffic. The CPIE (Permanent Center of Initiatives
for the Environment) Rhône-Pays d'Arles is at the initiative of this project. The project "Autour d’eau
(“around water”)" offers routes related to the Craponne canal.

Altimetric profile

 

Min elevation 2 m
Max elevation 28 m

 

 Information desks 

OT Arles

9 Boulevard des Lices, 13200 Arles

ot-arles@arlestourisme.com
Tel : +33 (0)4 90 18 41 20
http://www.arlestourisme.com/fr/

 

the Camargue museum
Mas du pont de rousty, 13200 Arles

info@parc-camargue.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 90 97 10 40
http://www.parc-camargue.fr/
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On your path...

 

  The outlet of the Craponne canal (A) 

The outlet of the Craponne canal allows the exit of irrigation water from the
canal in the Rhône. The water that reaches this outlet is called the "lost blow".
This is water that has not been used for irrigation due to excessive rainfall or
because a user's water tower has not been respected. Rainwater has run down
to the canal that raises the water level.
Attribution : Juliette Primpier - PNR Camargue

 

 

  The Rhône (B) 

812 km long, the Rhône has its source in the Rhône glacier at over 2,400 m
altitude, in Switzerland. It crosses Lake Geneva then Geneva and then arrive in
France. It is in the Camargue delta that the river ends its course. In Arles, the
Rhône is divided into two arms: the Grand Rhône to the east and the Petit-
Rhône to the west and flows into the Mediterranean Sea at Port-Saint-Louis-
du-Rhône and Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer. River navigation on the Rhône is
possible thanks to locks.
Attribution : DR

 

 

  The Craponne Canal (C) 

In 1554, Adam Craponne is at the origin of the design of the Canal de Craponne
which connects the Durance to the Rhône via Salon-de-Provence then Saint-
Martin-de-Crau and Arles. Water irrigates the meadows and Crau’s crops. Since
its water intake in Lamanon, north of Salon-de-Provence, the flow of the canal
is strong then it decreases and is very discreet on arrival in Arles where it is
sometimes underground. A few centuries ago, this canal fed the wheat mills on
the side of the Alyscamps.
Attribution : Juliette Primpier - PNR Camargue

 

 

  The water of the Craponne canal (D) 

Craponne water is used for watering the Crau grasslands. "Water gates" carry
water to the farmhouses The number of peri-urban areas has increased and
water is also used for watering gardens. The flow of the canal can be very fast
from June to August, it can go up to more than 31 000 L / second, is 1 / 6th of
the average flow of the Durance. Irrigation of the grasslands recharges the
groundwater of Crau which feeds the inhabitants of Crau in drinking water.
Attribution : Juliette Primpier - PNR Camargue
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  The aqueduct of the Crau bridge (E) 

The water of the Craponne canal arrives from Crau lowland thanks to the
Roman aqueduct which crosses the roundabout of Pont de Crau and continues
towards the Alyscamps. The canal then circulates in Arles to reach the Rhône.
This aqueduct, built between 1585 and 1587 and classified as a historic
monument, allowed to cross the swamp area present at the entrance to Arles.
Part of this aqueduct was demolished during the construction of the road, so
the canal goes underground at this level.
Attribution : ©Juliette Primpier - PNR Camargue

 

 

  Hammers and water management (F) 

The water of the Craponne canal is more and more used. Water is regulated by
a watering schedule and hammers, works that allow the distribution of
irrigation water from a channel of supply of this water. The sprinkler raises the
hammer to flood his plot for a few hours and then closes. These hammers are
increasingly replaced by pipes and distribution valves to provide water services
"on demand" and save water.
Attribution : Juliette Primpier - PNR Camargue

 

 

  The flora around the Craponne (G) 

Around the Craponne Canal we find a rich and diverse flora. Before Raphèle, he
irrigates the grasslands. Hedges, ash trees, oaks and poplars indicate the
presence of water. "La Crau humide" allows the cultivation of Crau hay, fruit
growing and market gardening. Then the water is always present in the
landscape but it is the Rhône which sprinkles cereals and rice fields. Crau is also
the last steppe in Western Europe. The coussoul, a stony steppe with arid
character.
Attribution : Juliette Primpier - PNR Camargue

 

 

  The Camargue Regional Nature Park (H) 

You are entering the Camargue Regional Nature Park! Located in the migration
pattern of North European birds who pass through the Rhone valley towards
Africa, this area offers to countless species a territory where they can move
freely in huge protected areas. Horses, bulls, flamingos, waders ... It is also one
of the few parks with a significant coastline sharing borders with a Natural
Marine Park.
Attribution : ©DR
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  La Crau, land of sheep (I) 

The Crau is a grazed land, there are about 100,000 sheep that roam the
lowland between mid-October and April, most are Arles Merinos. This local
sheep breed comes from a cross between the rustic Crau breed and merino.
Arles Merino is bred for lambs and its wool is elastic, light and warm. The
landscape is composed of many sheepfolds, some of which date from the
Gallo-Roman era. Livestock farming has been important for millennia.
Attribution : ©DR

 

 

  Rice fields (J) 

Rice farming has been present in the Camargue since the post-war period.
Complex, this culture follows several stages: lifting, tillering, bolting, return and
flowering. The land is flooded to promote the germination of rice grains and
prevent the proliferation of fungi. Rice farming therefore requires freshwater
irrigation and extensive drainage to develop the saltiest land. Huge amounts of
water between the two arms of the Rhône (400 million m3 per year) are
needed.
Attribution : ©Marjorie Mercier - PNR Camargue

 

 

  The Canal du Vigueirat, from the Rhone to the Mediterranean
sea (K) 

The canal was built between 1642 and 1647 to clean up the "Vigueirie"
(agricultural plain between the Montagnette and the Alpilles) flowing the waste
water to the sea. The Canal du Vigueirat, which begins in the town of Tarascon,
extends over 46km and is partly classified as a National Nature Reserve of the
Marais du Vigueirat. Its outlet is located in the Canal of Arles in Bouc. It is
automated since 1996 and managed by the Great seaport of Marseille, also
known as Marseille-Fos Port.
Attribution : ©Opus Species - PNR Camargue

 

 

  The ViaRhôna from Lake Geneva to the Mediterranean sea (L) 

The ViaRhôna / Eurovelo 17, is a greenway cycle route of 815km, under
construction, linking Lake Geneva to the Mediterranean beaches. Along the
Rhone River, the route leads to the Alpine mountains, the Camargue beaches,
crossing through the iconic landscapes of Provence. The bike path of the Van
Gogh Bridge in Mas Thibert is one of the sections of the ViaRhôna which goes
along the Rhone Valley. A section between Mas-Thibert and Port St. Louis will
be developed to reach the mouth of the Rhone at the Napoleon beach.
Attribution : ©Jean-Pierre Boeuf - Office de tourisme Arles
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En aucun cas les auteurs des contenus de ce site ne sauraient être tenus pour responsables de
problèmes ou d'accidents sur les itinéraires cités.
Cependant, nous comptons sur vous pour signaler toutes contradictions importantes entre cette
fiche et le terrain.
Pensez également à signaler les éventuels problèmes rencontrés pendant votre balade sur http://
sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr (erreur de balisage, panneau défectueux, pollution, conflit d'usages…).
La vente de cette fiche est autorisée au coût d'impression.
Ne pas jeter dans la nature.

L'outil Geotrek a été financé par l'Union européenne, le Parc national des Ecrins et le Parc national du
Mercantour.

Le projet Chemins des Parcs est financé par la Région Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur et les Parcs naturels
régionaux des Alpilles, de Camargue, du Luberon, du Queyras et du Verdon.

Ce projet partenarial rassemble également le Comité Régional du Tourisme, les agences départementales
de développement touristique, les offices de tourisme et les syndicats d'initiative.

The authors of this website will in no case be held responsible for problems or accidents on the
routes mentioned.
We count on you to point out any inconsistency between this content and the field itineraries
Please report any problems encountered on the routes (route marking problems, defective panels,
pollution, conflict of uses ...) on http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr 
The sale of this sheet is authorized at the cost of printing
Please don’t litter

The Geotrek tool was funded by the European Union, the Ecrins National Park and the Mercantour
National Park. 

The Chemins des Parcs project is funded by the Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur Region and the regional
nature parks of Alpilles, Camargue, Luberon, Queyras and the Verdon.

This project was developed in partnership with the Regional Tourism Committee, the departmental tourist
development agencies, and tourist offices. 
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Avec le soutien de   
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