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Climb to the top of a picturesque rock
which,  from its  180m will  offer  you a
remarkable  panorama  on  Castellane
and the Verdon.

From Notre-Dame du Roc, rebuilt in 1703 on the ruins of the

church  of  the  9th  century  of  the  ancient  city  of  Petra

Castellana,  a remarkable panorama on Castellane and the

Verdon is offered to the walker.

Useful information

Practice : WALKING 

Duration : 2 h 

Length : 3.6 km 

Trek ascent : 211 m 

Difficulty : Easy 

Type : Boucle 

Themes : A lookout, a viewpoint, 
Heritage and history 

Tour du Roc
Castellane 

 
Le Roc depuis le Verdon (DR) 
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Trek

Departure : From the main square
Arrival : On the main square
Markings :  PR 

From themain square go up the N4085 in the direction of Digne-les-Bains, past the tourist office, follow
the national road going up the sidewalk. Pass in front of the St-Michel car park and, in front of a gas
station, take on the right the ascending path to the chapel Notre-Dame du Roc. Follow the route along the
ramparts and continue along a path (calade). Continue along the ramparts and pass at the foot of the
pentagonal tower, climb the trail  on a path of the cross staked with fourteen oratories. Continue the
ascent to the crossroad between the access to the chapel and the tour du Roc.

1- Go up to the chapel Notre-Dame du Roc, overlooking the village located 180m below. Return by the
same route to point 1. Follow the road to the left then, in 10m, take a right at the "Tour du Roc", a way
back on Castellane. Cross the ruins, shortly after passing the old water catchment of a spring, the path
winds, joining down a ravine. Descend this one to a dwelling access road, then a small road along the
Verdon.

2- Take a right and after passing under the rock and in front of the bridge, reach the Boudousque parking
lot. To join the center of the village and the place of the church by the street of the Lieutenant Blondeau,
then the square.
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On your path...

 

 The church of Saint-Victor (A)   Dandy Boni (B)  

 A rock, a peak, a peninsula... (C)   The pentagonal tower (D)  

 The chapel of Notre-Dame du Roc (E)   Petra Castellana (F)  

 Roc Bridge (G)   The parish church of the Sacré Coeur (H)  
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Transports

« Limitons les déplacements en voiture, pensons
aux  transports  en  commun  !  Prenez  la  ligne
régionale BV1bis entre Riez et Castellane du 1er
Juillet  au 11 octobre.  Depuis Riez,  départ 8h35,
retour 16h00. Depuis Castellane, départ à 7h30,
retour  16h20  et  19h30.  Retrouvez  tous  les
horaires sur https://zou.maregionsud.fr/ ».

Access

53km south east of Digne via the N850 and the
D4085

Advised parking

Place du village or the Boudousque

All useful information

 Advices 

Avoid the strong summer heat, leave early. We recommend: 2 L of water per person, a hat and proper
walking shoes.

Altimetric profile

 

Min elevation 726 m
Max elevation 887 m
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 Information desks 

House of the Verdon Regional Nature Park

Domaine de Valx, 04360 Moustiers-Sainte-Marie

info@parcduverdon.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 92 74 68 00
http://www.parcduverdon.fr/

 

OTI Verdon Tourisme
Rue nationale, 04120 Castellane

castellane@verdontourisme.com
Tel : +33 (0)4 92 83 61 14
http://www.verdontourisme.com
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On your path...

 

  The church of Saint-Victor (A) 

The church was built on the plot of land belonging to the abbey of Saint-Victor
de Marseille. It was built between the 12th century and the 18th century, and it
was listed as a historic monument in 1944. The Church of Saint-Victor is late
Romanesque, situated at the articulation of Romanesque art and Gothic art. It
consists of a nave and a semicircular apse dating from the 13th century on the
South side. A bell tower was added in the 15th century (1455), the upper part
having been added in the 19th century.

Attribution : DR

 

 

  Dandy Boni (B) 

The Castellane family is among the most important of the oldest families of
Provence. Many representatives of this family bear the first name of Boniface.
The most famous of  the members of  this  family,  affectionately named Boni
(1867-1932), was elected several times MP for the department whose name
was  Basses-Alpes  at  that  time.  His  generosity  was  famous  throughout  the
region. In Paris, where he lived most of his time, his lifestyle was sumptuous
and the parties organised by this "dandy” were famed.

Attribution : DR

 

 

  A rock, a peak, a peninsula... (C) 

In fact the 200m high rock was inhabited several times in the course of the
history  of  the  town.  The  hilltop  sites  in  this  part  of  Provence  essentially
correspond to two major periods in search of safe places. The first one, before
the  Roman  colonization  in  the  1st  century  BC,  corresponds  to  the  Celtic-
Ligurian settlement period and the formation of so-called oppida. The second
great period corresponds to the Saracen invasions from the 8th century to the
early 10th century.

Attribution : DR
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  The pentagonal tower (D) 

Everything is well in the 13th century when the town left Petra Castellana and
had just settled in the plain, the country is peaceful and prosperous. This is not
the case in the second half  of  the 14th century when economic crises  and
social unrest were more and more numerous. Times are no longer safe and the
town is fortified in 1359. The wall, lined with 14 square towers, must adapt the
shape of the town exactly in the same manner it was at that time. Hence the
construction to the upper corner of this high tower that dominates the plain.

Attribution : Marjorie Salvarelli PNR Verdon

 

 

  The chapel of Notre-Dame du Roc (E) 

Castellane was placed under the protection of Notre-Dame in the Middle Ages.
On the  Rock,  the  first  church  was  built  at  the  same period as  the  fortress
(around the 11th century) and included a defense tower of the castle as an
apse. The first mention dates from 1301. The inhabitants of Castellane were
constantly concerned: in the 16the century, during the religious wars when it
was devastated; in the 18th century, they enlarged it and, in the 19th century,
they crowned the great white statue facing the town.

Attribution : DR

 

 

  Petra Castellana (F) 

At the top of the rock, a fortified castle was built around the half of the 10th
century.  The  name  of  Castellane  is  derived  from  this  so-called  period  of
"encastellement": Petra Castellana means the "fortified rock." From that time
of the second occupation, almost nothing has remained. The town walls are
still  visible  and  were  probably  rebuilt  several  times.  The  church,  confirmed
from the 11th century, was rebuilt several times until 1876, when the statue of
the Virgin was placed in the church.

Attribution : DR

 

 

  Roc Bridge (G) 

The bridge is located on an ancient road, Via Vintinia, that connected Vence to
Digne. A ford or a bridge allowed to go across the Verdon. Historians refer to a
bridge built over the river in 1052. In 1300, a new bridge was built, and was
destroyed less than a century later by the Vicomte de Turenne who devastated
the region. The bridge you can see today, one of the oldest bridges remaining
in Provence (1407), was built by the community of Castellane in the beginning
of the 15th century.

Attribution : DR
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  The parish church of the Sacré Coeur (H) 

The Church of the Sacré Coeur dates from the mid-19th century. It was built
between 1869 and 1873. It then became the parish church of Castellane. The
construction of the new church took place under the leadership of Father
Pougnet, a priest and an architect. This priest officiated in Western Africa for
several years in the course of the 19th century. Thus, the Church of the Sacré
Coeur presents the characteristic of being built like churches in Western Africa.

Attribution : DR

 

07/12/2025 • Tour du Roc 8/10



  

        

En aucun cas les auteurs des contenus de ce site ne sauraient être tenus pour responsables de
problèmes ou d'accidents sur les itinéraires cités.
Cependant, nous comptons sur vous pour signaler toutes contradictions importantes entre cette
fiche et le terrain.
Pensez également à signaler les éventuels problèmes rencontrés pendant votre balade sur http://
sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr (erreur de balisage, panneau défectueux, pollution, conflit d'usages…).
La vente de cette fiche est autorisée au coût d'impression.
Ne pas jeter dans la nature.

L'outil Geotrek a été financé par l'Union européenne, le Parc national des Ecrins et le Parc national du
Mercantour.

Le projet Chemins des Parcs est financé par la Région Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur et les Parcs naturels
régionaux des Alpilles, de Camargue, du Luberon, du Queyras et du Verdon.

Ce projet partenarial rassemble également le Comité Régional du Tourisme, les agences départementales
de développement touristique, les offices de tourisme et les syndicats d'initiative.

The authors of this website will in no case be held responsible for problems or accidents on the
routes mentioned.
We count on you to point out any inconsistency between this content and the field itineraries
Please report any problems encountered on the routes (route marking problems, defective panels,
pollution, conflict of uses ...) on http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr 
The sale of this sheet is authorized at the cost of printing
Please don’t litter

The Geotrek tool was funded by the European Union, the Ecrins National Park and the Mercantour
National Park. 

The Chemins des Parcs project is funded by the Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur Region and the regional
nature parks of Alpilles, Camargue, Luberon, Queyras and the Verdon.

This project was developed in partnership with the Regional Tourism Committee, the departmental tourist
development agencies, and tourist offices. 
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Avec le soutien de   
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