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The Pelenc forest from Moissac Bellevue

Moissac-Bellevue

Moissac Bellevue (Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon)

This hike from a village with character Useful information
will be done in a gentle landscape and
pine forest environment.

Practice : WALKING

Duration: 4 h

The circuit around the state-owned Pelenc forest is done on

wide and relatively flat paths. Once on your way, you will go Length : 12.2 km

back up the history of this forest and discover the trails left Trek ascent : 221 m

by mankind and his activities; the traces of coal, the

members of the French Resistance, farmers, or officers of Difficulty : Medium

Water and Forestry Type : Boucle

Themes : A lookout, a viewpoint,
Heritage and history
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Trek

Departure : At the village in front of the fountain
Arrival : At the village in front of the fountain
Markings : == PR local

From the fountain, engage in the Rue de I'eglise and go down the first staircase on the left. Continue on
the path to the Reynouard house (shaded path between walls), then cross the D30. Continue straight to
the next intersection and turn left. Then after 200m, reach the "Chemin du Plan" to the right. Continue on
this small road lined with clearings and pass a countryside basketry workshop. Continue for 1.7km to the
field of the Gros Bec domain.

1- Continue straight on the dirt road entering the forest of Pélenc. Leave behind the different fires track to
the sides and continue straight for 2km.

2- Commit to the right on the "Chemin du Vallon de Bolle". Follow it for 1km and head back through the
green oak forest, the valley until the crossroads of Chemin de Moissac and Chemin de Régusse.

3- Follow the direction of Moissac (not shown) to the right. Proceed on the second track. Follow the path,
under the oaks in front of the old coal and the tank of the Maquisards then go down for 500m until the
track "Baquis". Follow it to a tank. Continue straight in the middle of the pines. At the next intersection
(800m), leave to the right the "Piste de I'Auviduery" and take the second path to the left. The path goes
back up the plateau and to reach at a barrier a junction of routes to Moissac and Régusse.

4- Descend by the right track towards the village. Reaching out of the woods, go up the path to the main
road. Follow it to the right for 50m and then turn left into the "Chemin de la Croix Vieille". It goes directly
to the village of Moissac- Bellevue.
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On your path...
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% Emergency WaterEmergency water (A) E’] View of the hills of Aups (B)
m Go to coal (C) E The Maquisards’ Tank (D)
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ﬂ A forest for a fountain (E) ﬂ The bell tower (F)
@ Nice view of Moissac (G) ﬂ The Chateau de Moissac (H)
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All useful information

A Advices

Avoid high summer temperatures, leave early. Remember to pack at least 2L of water per person, a
hat and proper walking shoes. In summer time, find out whether the forests are open to the public
(fire risk) by calling 04 89 96 43 43 (answering machine of the Direction Départementale des
Territoires et de la Mer) or by visiting the website of the Prefecture by clicking the tab "For more
information".

Altimetric profile

Min elevation 441 m
Max elevation 567 m
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Access

At 6.5km West of Aups, through the D9.

@ Information desks

House of the Verdon Regional Nature Park

Domaine de Valx, 04360 Moustiers-Sainte-Marie

info@parcduverdon.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 92 74 68 00
http://www.parcduverdon.fr/

OT Aups
Place Martin Bidouré , 83630 Aups

aups83@wanadoo.fr
Tel : 04 94 84 00 69
http://www.aups-tourisme.com/
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On your path...

= Emergency WaterEmergency water (A)

The ponds are real havens of peace and places where wildlife comes to drink
especially during the hot summers. If you are discreet, it is not uncommon to
see animals that quench their thirst.

Attribution : ©Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon

(=] View of the hills of Aups (B)

If travelling across the plains in spring, you will have the opportunity to see the
yellow color of the meadows before arriving at Moissac.

Attribution : Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon

"] Go to coal (C)

This is a profession forgotten today: charcoal burner. In Provence, we say
"carbounié". Its origin dates back to the mid-19th century when energy needs
transformed the industry and domestic life. The artisanal technique of
producing charcoal is long and requires expertise. It is necessary, needless to
say, to cut wood. On communal properties, this activity was subject to
authorization and, in order to allow the forest to regenerate, cutting and rest
are alternated.

Attribution : Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon

™ The Maquisards’ Tank (D)

In Pelenc, tanks were used as water reserves at the beginning of last century.
One of them is called: the "Maquisards’ Tank". This name refers to a forest site
located in the woods during the Second World War. The little troop consisting
of forty men were not a kind of "maquis", active and armed people, as it often
existed in the Haut-Var at the same time. Most charcoal burners exercised this
ancient and traditional activity here.

Attribution : ©Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon
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™ A forest for a fountain (E)

The forest of Pélenc hods a special place in the history of Moissac. This forest
of over 600ha mainly composed of green and white oaks has constituted one of
the main resources of the village for a long time. The town decided to buy a
second source because of the lack of water, and the municipal finances began
to suffer from this operation. To pay off the debts, they finally decided however
to sell the forest to the Water and Forest department of the State at the end of
the century.

Attribution : Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon

™ The bell tower (F)

Bell tower of the parish church of the transfiguration dedicated to Saint-
Sauveur Octagonal bell tower of the mid-19th century. A bull of Pope Gregory
IX mentions that it would have been the church of the Templars.

Attribution : Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon

(=] Nice view of Moissac (G)

Moissac Bellevue has its origins in Roman times. Then the land belonged
successively to the Blacas family of Aups and the Coriolis family. The village was
a stronghold in the 11th century and was then renamed in 1939 by the prefect
of the Var department to avoid confusion with another Moissac situated in the
southwest. This baptism was the occasion to emphasize the exceptional view
that the village offers over the plain, the surrounding hills of the Maures Massif
as well as Sainte Baume

Attribution : Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon

"™ The Chateau de Moissac (H)

Located in the lower village, the castle dates from the 17th century. It has
belonged to different families: Baron d'Hesmivy, Mr Antoine Emerigon, a rich
merchant from Marseille who was appointed controller at the chancellery of
the court of Provence in the reign of Louis XVI, and then Mr Laurent Edouard
de Coriolis. Abandoned for several decades, the heirs sold it to the current
owner in 1992. The castle was remarkably restored so that its authenticity was
safeguarded.

Attribution : Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon

07/12/2025 e The Pelenc forest from Moissac Bellevue

7/9



www.cheminsdesparcs.fr

‘Tours et détour s dans les ‘Parcs naturels régionaux
de ‘Provence-Alpes-Cote dAzur
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des Alpilles provencales de Camargue du Luberon des Préalpes d'Azur du Queyras dela Sainte-Baume du Verdon

e En aucun cas les auteurs des contenus de ce site ne sauraient étre tenus pour responsables de
problémes ou d'accidents sur les itinéraires cités.
e Cependant, nous comptons sur vous pour signaler toutes contradictions importantes entre cette

fiche et le terrain.
e Pensez également a signaler les éventuels problémes rencontrés pendant votre balade sur http://

sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr (erreur de balisage, panneau défectueux, pollution, conflit d'usages...).
e La vente de cette fiche est autorisée au colt d'impression.
¢ Ne pas jeter dans la nature.

L'outil Geotrek a été financé par I'Union européenne, le Parc national des Ecrins et le Parc national du
Mercantour.

Le projet Chemins des Parcs est financé par la Région Provence-Alpes-Cote-d'Azur et les Parcs naturels
régionaux des Alpilles, de Camargue, du Luberon, du Queyras et du Verdon.

Ce projet partenarial rassemble également le Comité Régional du Tourisme, les agences départementales
de développement touristique, les offices de tourisme et les syndicats d'initiative.

e The authors of this website will in no case be held responsible for problems or accidents on the

routes mentioned.
e We count on you to point out any inconsistency between this content and the field itineraries

e Please report any problems encountered on the routes (route marking problems, defective panels,
pollution, conflict of uses ...) on http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr

¢ The sale of this sheet is authorized at the cost of printing

e Please don't litter

The Geotrek tool was funded by the European Union, the Ecrins National Park and the Mercantour
National Park.

The Chemins des Parcs project is funded by the Provence-Alpes-Cote-d'Azur Region and the regional
nature parks of Alpilles, Camargue, Luberon, Queyras and the Verdon.

This project was developed in partnership with the Regional Tourism Committee, the departmental tourist
development agencies, and tourist offices.
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