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Through landscapes and repopulated
villages in the valley of Aigues, discover
the marks of the disciples of Waldo.

"Originally from Germany, arriving in the Luberon, I was

passionate about the inspiring story of the Waldensians.

From the settling of this Protestant minority in the 16th

century in abandoned villages to the massacres a few

decades later, their story was tragic. You can notice in the

villages the architectural and religious marks testifying to

this Protestant presence." says Susanne KühnTourist Office

of the Southern Luberon

Useful information

Practice : BIKE 

Duration : 2 h 45 

Length : 33.9 km 

Trek ascent : 498 m 

Difficulty : Medium 

Type : Boucle 

Themes : Geology, Heritage and
history, Waters and rivers 

Accessibility : Hybrid bike 

On the trail of the Waldensians (Disciples of the
Christian movement founded by Peter Waldo)
La Tour-d'Aigues 

 
En famille, dans la roue des Vaudois... (©Damien Rosso - Drozphoto) 
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Trek

Departure : Tourist Office, Place Jean Jaurès, La Tour-d'Aigues
Arrival : La Tour-d'Aigues
Markings :  Non balisé  Vélo 

With your back to the castle entrance, turn right in the Boulevard de la République (D956). 180m away, go
left on a pedestrian crossing (cycling sign). Pass the middle school then at the roundabout take the 2nd
right (Chemin du Piedmont). Further down, reach the D120 and take a right for 200m.

1- At the intersection, turn right towards Saint-Martin-de-la-Brasque (D165). At the Y, stay on the left. At
the entrance of the village, turn right and go through the large car park. At the corner of the town hall,
turn left and proceed straight until the D27.

2- Turn right and take the Route de Grambois (D27). 1.5km further, turn left towards Tourrache and take a
quick left onto the paved road of the Grandes Terres. Come out on the D42.

3- Turn right on the D42 until Peypin-d'Aigues. Then come back to point 3. Continue straight on 350m and
turn left towards Fontjoyeuse (D42a). Take the 2nd intersection to the right, Rue de la Bergerie. Turn right
and then left twice. Take the Rue de Vignes to the right. Follow the D42 to the left. After 300m, turn right
on the Chemin des Baysses. Continue on the Chemin des Micouliets. Turn left towards Belle Etoile, then
follow the Chemin de Langresse. Take the D27 to the right to Motte-d'Aigues. Go through the village and
go until the stadium.

4 - Turn right and head towards Cabrières-d'Aigues (D120). 200m after a big left turn, turn right on the
Chemin des Grès. At the Y, turn left, go down the Rue des Jourdans, then turn right onto the Rue des
Jardins. 100m further, turn left (at the bridge) anc continue to the left. Before the church, go to the right.
At the fountain, climb left, then continue to the right on the Rue des Vaudois.

5- At the crossroads, continue across on the Chemin des Palons. At the next intersection, continue straight
on the Chemin de Roubian. Further down, stay to the right. After the hamlet of Lataud, take the Chemin
des Mascarades to the left. At the Y, turn left and 200m further, turn left on the Chemin d'Entraigues.
Before the roundabout (garbage bins), turn left on the Chemin de la Palonne. Come out the D27 and
follow it to the left.

6- At the roundabout, continue straight and follow the Etang de la Bonde (D27). At the 1st crossing, turn
right on the D37 towards La Tour-d'Aigues. 2.5km further, take the Chemin des Huguenots to the right.
Cross the D135 and continue across. Continue straight to the next crossing.

7- At the intersection "l'Archibaude" (sign-post), turn left towards the Tour-d'Aigues. Take the Chemin de
Septem and then the Chemin Le Plan. Come out on the D956, turn left on Rue Antoine de Très. After the
church, turn right and return to the castle of La Tour d'Aigues.
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On your path...

 

 The European Roller, the blue bird (A)   Pié Mont and Paléo-Eze (B)  

 The Farmer Markets (C)   Saint-Martin-de-la-Brasque (D)  

 Parish Church of St. Martin (E)   The Vaudois's in the Luberon (F)  

 Les Roux (G)   Peypin-d'Aigues, a Vaudois village (H)  

 From the bastide to the hamlet (I)   Fontjoyeuse (J)  

 Belle Etoile (K)   Motte-d'Aigues, a Vaudois village (L)  

 Wildlife of the villages (M)   The little fountain (N)  

 Cabrières-d'Aigues, a Vaudois village (O)   Etang de la Bonde (P)  

 The source of Mirail (Q)   Life is sweet in the shade of plane trees ...
(R) 

 

 Traces of the Reformed (S)   Landscape shapers (T)  

 The castle of the Tour-d'Aigues (U)  
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Access

At 30km North of Aix-en-Provence, through the
A51, D973 and D956.

Advised parking

Many car parks in the center of La Tour d'Aigues.

Source

 OTI Luberon Sud Tourisme

 Vélo Loisir Provence

All useful information

 Advices 

This route follows streets opened to public traffic; so under all circumstances, it is therefore essential
to respect the highway code. Wearing a helmet is highly recommended, for children as well as for
adults!

Altimetric profile

 

Min elevation 243 m
Max elevation 415 m
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 Information desks 

House of the Luberon Regional Nature Park

60, place Jean Jaurès, 84400 Apt

accueil@parcduluberon.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 90 04 42 00
https://www.parcduluberon.fr/

 

OTI Luberon Sud Tourisme
Le Château - BP 16, 84240 La Tour d'Aigues

contact@luberon-sud-tourisme.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 90 07 50 29
https://www.luberon-sud-tourisme.fr/
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On your path...

 

  The European Roller, the blue bird (A) 

Easy to spot thanks to its intense blue color, it can be seen on utility poles. It
enjoys this vantage point in an open and sunny area to locate and dive down
on its  prey (large insects and lizards).  It  nests in tree cavities and leaves to
spend winter in Africa when prey becomes rare, before returning in the spring.

Attribution : ©DR-A. Rocha France

 

 

  Pié Mont and Paléo-Eze (B) 

Between  Pertuis  and  Peypin-d'Aigues,  in  several  places,  you  can  see  an
accumulation of pebbles, pieces of rock torn from the mountains and slowly
worn,  rounded  by  their  transport  in  a  stream,  a  river.  These  pebbles
correspond  to  the  former  course  of  a  stream,  a  paleo-Eze  flowing  there,
parallel to the current Eze but shifted 3 km to the east. We can also notice this
ancient fossil valley across the landscape forming hills.

Attribution : extrait de « De la Durance aux monts de Vaucluse » G. Bronner, Ed. Jeanne
Laffitte

 

 

  The Farmer Markets (C) 

For lovers of Provençal flavors: on this great place, the brand "Marché Paysan"
has been deposited by the Luberon Regional Nature Park. The goat cheeses are
local productions, the fruits and vegetables are from the field "next door" and
the honey has just been harvested. In these exhilarating markets, merchants
are exclusively producers of the Park selling their own products (St-Martin-de-
la-Brasque market on Sundays from May to October).

Attribution : ©Hervé Vincent

 

 

  Saint-Martin-de-la-Brasque (D) 

The village was built in 1506, and like Peypin-d'Aigues, it originated from an
agreement between the lords and about fifteen Vaudoise families who agreed
to come and repopulate fallow lands. The two villages complement each other:
Peypin having a surplus of forests, and Saint-Martin of cultivable lands. During
the persecutions of 1545, the village was looted and burned. St. Martin was
one of the towns mentioned in the Edict of Merindol of May 20, 1545: It was
enough to be a native of it to be sent to the galleys.

Attribution : ©JP-Villegas - Luberon Sud Tourisme
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  Parish Church of St. Martin (E) 

This religious building was built  between 1626 and 1929 to replace the old
ruined  church,  dedicated  to  Saint-Martin-de-Tours.  Its  small  size  and its
remoteness from the village can be explained by too few Catholic families. The
majority  of  the  population  being  from  the  Canton  of  Vaud.  Inside,  the
altarpiece  dates  back  to  the  18th  century.  The  pointed  barrel  vault  nave,
terminated by a semi dome apse, makes it a building of unique architecture.

Attribution : ©JP-Villegas - Luberon Sud Tourisme

 

 

  The Vaudois's in the Luberon (F) 

Created  in  1170  by  a  wealthy  citizen  of  Lyon  Valdes  (or  Vaudes),  the
Waldensianism is a movement that advocates a simple lifestyle, close to that of
the first disciples of Jesus of Nazareth. Having separated from the ostentatious
luxury  of  the  Catholic  Church,  these  Vaudois,  expelled  from  Lyon  in 1184,
settled in the south of France, Provence, Languedoc, Dauphine, and Italy.

Attribution : ©DR

 

 

  Les Roux (G) 

The Vaudois' re-populated the villages and a new habitat was developed. This
village was formed from a bastide, at the time of the refoundation of Peypin
(1506). It is obviously a patronym, François Roux, head of the Vaudois family,
leaving Piedmont to settle in Peypin. A part of this family settled in Estagnol des
Roux  (the  current  Mas  de  l'Etang),  "estagnol"  meaning  "small  pond"  in
Provençal. Do not look for it, the pond was dried up in the 17th century.

Attribution : ©Marine Alain - OTI Luberon Sud Tourisme

 

 

  Peypin-d'Aigues, a Vaudois village (H) 

Peypin-d'Aigues is a village that was abandoned at the end of the 14th century.
In 1506, the joint dwelling with Saint-Martin-de-la-Brasque was signed at the
Tour-d'Aigues castle, several families from Pietmond and Vaud settled in the
Luberon.  The Aix-en-Provence court  took a  decision on May 20,  1545 "The
Edict of Mérindol" establishing a list of fourteen cities of which it was enough
to  be  originated  from,  to  be  chained  to  the  galleys  of  Marseilles  as  "an
alternative to imprisonment". Peypin-d'Aigues was one of them.

Attribution : ©Susanne Kuhn - OTI Luberon Sud Tourisme
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  From the bastide to the hamlet (I) 

The bastides were built  by farmers on remote land. Former rural  houses to
operating staff, they later became permanent residences, and sometimes the
core  of  real  hamlets.  The  deed  of  residence  of  1506,  authorized  the
construction of "a house of six canes long and four wide" (12m by 8m or 96
sqm) with a barn and shed of identical size. The bastide of Fontjoyeuse and its
hamlet are a good example.

Attribution : ©Susanne Kuhn - OTI Luberon Sud Tourisme

 

 

  Fontjoyeuse (J) 

This hamlet was formed in the 16th century and has not changed since then,
there is an important vernacular heritage. The architecture is characterized by
the  high  number  of  vaulted  passages,  houses  with  loggias  and  external
staircases but also by the high density of houses. Fontjoyeuse was the meeting
point  for  the  magistrates  of  Peypin  and  St-Martin-de-la-Brasque  who  held
meetings to discuss common issues to both villages.

Attribution : Marine Alain - OTI Luberon Côté Sud

 

 

  Belle Etoile (K) 

Belle etoile was an isolated bastide dating from the 16th century whose name
would evoke a Vaudois landowner: Estève. Bel Estève, a nickname or the name
given to the house, would have ceased to be accepted at a later date. In any
case, the current name "Belle étoile" is on the map of Cassini (1762). A name
change could have occurred between Belle Estève and Belle Estello; in fact, on
the eve of the epiphany (feast of the Three Kings) was the procession of the
float of the "Belle Estello" in Pertuis.

Attribution : ©Marine Alain - OTI Luberon Sud Tourisme

 

 

  Motte-d'Aigues, a Vaudois village (L) 

The  village,  emptied of  its  inhabitants  by  the  Hundred Years'  War,  tried  to
repopulate during the second part of the 15th century. ; At the beginning of the
16th century, some Vaudois of the Italian Piedmont settled there. In 1513, the
village repopulated so well that some of the inhabitants moved to La Roque
d'Anthéron. A bard denounced the Vaudoise families of La Motte in 1543 and
in April 1545, La Motte was part of the 24 villages looted and burned by the
troops of Polin de la Garde, applying the Edict of Merindol.

Attribution : ©Susanne Kuhn - OTI Luberon Sud Tourisme
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  Wildlife of the villages (M) 

Even in Cabrières, one can observe nature, so stay tuned! In the Luberon, the
villages are home to nesting birds.  In summer, you can watch the Common
Swifts or the Common House Martin on the roof linings. The black redstart is
present throughout the year on the walls of the pretty villages of the Luberon.

Attribution : ©PNR Luberon

 

 

  The little fountain (N) 

Down the street, lies a fountain directly carved in the rock. The stone wall
located above the basin closes the entrance of an horizontal tunnel, a water
pit, which was dug several metres. This drains the seepage water until the pipe.
The excavated rock is a limestone, relatively hard, made up of many fragments
of organisms (shells, corals ...). This rock, called molasse, allows the seepage
water to flow: it is permeable (spongelike).

Attribution : ©Stéphane Legal - PNR Luberon

 

 

  Cabrières-d'Aigues, a Vaudois village (O) 

In 1495, the Baron of the Tour-d'Aigues signed a deed of residence with 80
families, 75 of whom came from Freissinieres in the Alps. Settling in Provence
to escape the justice system of its  region, Cabrières-d'Aigues welcomed the
largest Vaudoise community of the valley and its series of tragic persecutions...
Along  the  temple,  a  sculpture  symbolizes  the  hospitality  of  the  "Vaudois
briançonnais" in the Luberon: The base is made of the Luberon stone, and the
overhead part is made of stones from the Alps.

Attribution : ©Suzanne Khun - OTI Luberon Sud Tourisme

 

 

  Etang de la Bonde (P) 

The pond was created in the 15th century by Lord Fouquet d'Agoult, Baron of
Sault, who decided to create a water reserve for the castle of La Tour d'Aigues,
and then has an aqueduct made. The lake thus formed was for a long time the
supply point for an irrigation network that supplied the valley of Aigues,
contributing to the expansion of agriculture and the growth of the territory.
Today, the pond is still used for irrigation and is a popular place for swimming.

Attribution : ©Aline Salvaudon - PNR Luberon
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  The source of Mirail (Q) 

Use of the source of Mirail, upstream of the Motte-d'Aigues, dates back to the
Middle Ages. Its unexpected presence in the middle of arid land has been the
subject  of  rivalry  and  lust  amongst  the  riparians  of  the  Aigues.  Source  of
drinking water, it quenches many small streams, direct tributaries on the right
bank of the Durance, like Eze. Today it mostly feeds into the pond Bonde and
therefore  is  used  for  irrigation  by  the  network  of  the  Canal  of  Provence
Company.

Attribution : ©Aline Salvaudon - PNR Luberon

 

 

  Life is sweet in the shade of plane trees ... (R) 

Aigues rests on the Luberon to the north and opens up onto the Durance valley
to the south. This landscape with a gently rolling basin is energized by the
alternating forests and vineyards. The villages of Aigues are located away from
flood-prone areas, mostly on cliffs or hills and facing south. The valley, rich in
building heritage (farmhouses, domains), highlighted by remarkable trees, is
under increasing pressure from the living area of Aix en Provence.

Attribution : ©Françoise Delville - PNR Luberon

 

 

  Traces of the Reformed (S) 

Qualified as heretics and persecuted since their appearance, the majority of
the Vaudois officially joined Protestantism in 1532, at the synod of Chanforan.
Following the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, the Huguenots (the
name given to the Protestants during the religious wars in France) went to seek
shelters  on Protestant  lands in  Europe and in  the world.  The Vaudois,  who
adhered to the Reformation, exiled again and followed the same paths.

Attribution : ©Séverine Besson - OTI Luberon Sud Tourisme

 

 

  Landscape shapers (T) 

In the 14th and 15th centuries, the Luberon was heavily depopulated and the
land  was  abandoned.  In  the  15th  century,  with  the  arrival  of  the  Vaudois
(mainly farmers from the Luberon), the land was re-cultivated. The basic crop
was cereals, the most lucrative crop was the olive tree. The cultivation of the
vine  and  the  production  of  wine  also  existed.  Fruit  production  was  a
complementary resource, while vegetables were for family consumption.

Attribution : ©Hervé Vincent
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  The castle of the Tour-d'Aigues (U) 

From the 14th century. the castle transferred out of the medieval settlement
on the present site.  A castle was built  in  the 15th century around the first
dungeon But during the 16th century, the castle and gardens were extensively
reworked and expanded to become one of the finest Renaissance buildings in
Provence. It was unfortunately looted and burned during the Revolution. The
few remains were gradually restored since the 19th century, but nevertheless
testify to this rich history.

Attribution : ©Alain Hocquel - VPA
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En aucun cas les auteurs des contenus de ce site ne sauraient être tenus pour responsables de
problèmes ou d'accidents sur les itinéraires cités.
Cependant, nous comptons sur vous pour signaler toutes contradictions importantes entre cette
fiche et le terrain.
Pensez également à signaler les éventuels problèmes rencontrés pendant votre balade sur http://
sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr (erreur de balisage, panneau défectueux, pollution, conflit d'usages…).
La vente de cette fiche est autorisée au coût d'impression.
Ne pas jeter dans la nature.

L'outil Geotrek a été financé par l'Union européenne, le Parc national des Ecrins et le Parc national du
Mercantour.

Le projet Chemins des Parcs est financé par la Région Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur et les Parcs naturels
régionaux des Alpilles, de Camargue, du Luberon, du Queyras et du Verdon.

Ce projet partenarial rassemble également le Comité Régional du Tourisme, les agences départementales
de développement touristique, les offices de tourisme et les syndicats d'initiative.

The authors of this website will in no case be held responsible for problems or accidents on the
routes mentioned.
We count on you to point out any inconsistency between this content and the field itineraries
Please report any problems encountered on the routes (route marking problems, defective panels,
pollution, conflict of uses ...) on http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr 
The sale of this sheet is authorized at the cost of printing
Please don’t litter

The Geotrek tool was funded by the European Union, the Ecrins National Park and the Mercantour
National Park. 

The Chemins des Parcs project is funded by the Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur Region and the regional
nature parks of Alpilles, Camargue, Luberon, Queyras and the Verdon.

This project was developed in partnership with the Regional Tourism Committee, the departmental tourist
development agencies, and tourist offices. 
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Avec le soutien de  Avec l'aide technique de :

OTI Luberon Sud Tourisme
Vélo Loisir Provence
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