
 

PNR Verdon
In partnership with

OT Riez

At Allemagne-en-Provence, follow the
trail of a past rich in knightly history!

This  walk  is  an  opportunity  to  explore  buildings  full  of

history including: the castle of Allemagne-en-Provence, St.

Mark's  chapel,  around  which,  every  spring,  the  villagers

meet for a festive day. Along the way, you'll come across the

tomb  of  a  former  baron  ...  The  one  of  Allemagne-en-

Provence, who died here during the French Wars of Religion.

Useful information

Practice : WALKING 

Duration : 1 h 18 

Length : 2.8 km 

Trek ascent : 126 m 

Difficulty : Very easy 

Type : Boucle 

Themes : Flora, Heritage and history 

St. Mark's Chapel
Allemagne-en-Provence 

 
Le château d'Allemagne en Provence (©Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon) 
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Trek

Departure : From the Place du 16 Juin 1944 (square)
Arrival : At the Place du 16 Juin 1944 (square)
Markings :  PR 

From the Place du 16 Juin 1944 (square), at the foot of the castle of Allemagne, follow the D952 towards
Riez.  Immediately after the bridge of the Tartavel  valley,  take the small  path on the right,  marked in
yellow.

1- Go up by the footpath, under the oaks, amidst the thyme, boxwood and broom. Halfway up, pass at
the foot of a column and continue in the woods until the chapel (equipped picnic area).

2- From the top, go back down through Allemagne-en-Provence by a wider path behind the chapel until
the Route de Riez. The end of the trail follows the D952 for 500m (watch out for cars, walk to the right of
the road!). Go past the old mill village, now converted into a hotel and restaurant. Reach the car park of
the starting point.
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On your path...

 

 The Castle (A)   Allemagne-en-Provence (B)  

 The orchid Bouc stinks like a billy goat (C)   The Battle of Germany (D)  

 The Chapel of Saint Mark (E)   Saint Mark (F)  

03/14/2025 • St. Mark's Chapel 3/8



Transports

Limitons les déplacements en voiture, pensons
aux transports en commun et au covoiturage.
Tous les transports en commun sur
www.pacamobilite.fr

Access

At 8.5km Southwest of Riez, through the D952.

Advised parking

Car park of the Place du 16 Juin 1944 (square)

 

All useful information

 Advices 

We recommend bringing water, a hat and proper hiking shoes. Avoid high summer temperatures,
leave early.

Altimetric profile

 

Min elevation 418 m
Max elevation 544 m

 

 Information desks 

House of the Verdon Regional Nature Park

Domaine de Valx, 04360 Moustiers-Sainte-Marie

info@parcduverdon.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 92 74 68 00
http://www.parcduverdon.fr/

 

OT Riez
Allées Louis Gardiol, 04500 Riez

tourisme.riez@wanadoo.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 92 77 99 09
http://www.ville-riez.fr/
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On your path...

 

  The Castle (A) 

Set in the middle of the Colostre valley, the castle of Germany looks great. It is
one of the few Renaissance castles in the area. The highest square dungeon is
the oldest part of the complex. It may date from the 12th or 13th century,
when the fief of Germany belonged to the family of Castellane, one of the most
powerful families of Haute Provence.

Attribution : Stefano Blanc PNR Verdon

 

 

  Allemagne-en-Provence (B) 

The name of Allemagne-en-Provence is surprising. Its origin remains obscure.
Until the beginning of the last century, in a wish to privilege a Latin origin, this
toponym was explained by the expression "area magna": The large areas. It is
more likely that the village derives its name from the Germanic people of the
Alamans, some of whom may have settled in the valley in a remote period.
Then, the name of the village was modified after the war of 1945 by adding "in
Provence".

Attribution : ©Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon

 

 

  The orchid Bouc stinks like a billy goat (C) 

Another  small  miracle  of  nature of  the wooded and yet  sunny path of  the
chapel of Saint-Marcla – the small flower of a blooming orchid: ophrys bouc
The Orchis bouc (Himantoglossum hircinum) is characteristic by its smell ... that
gave it its name.

Attribution : ©Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon

 

 

  The Battle of Germany (D) 

A tombstone recalls the memory of Nicholas of Castellane, Baron of Germany
and the date of his death: 5 September 1586. It was on that day that an
important battle of the religious wars which took place in the valley dominated
by the chapel. Catholics and Protestants clashed in a fight in which -it is said-
several hundred men were killed. While the Catholic troops were retreating,
Nicolas de Castellane, leader of the Protestants, accidentally died.

Attribution : DR
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  The Chapel of Saint Mark (E) 

The parish church of Allemagne-en-Provence, is composed of several building
parts, some relatively recent. In the course of its history, this building has
undergone several rearrangements and enlargements. Its eastern part and the
overhanging wall of the Romanesque tradition constitute an architectural
complex that is particularly interesting, as aesthetic as it is rare, which must be
protected and promoted.

Attribution : ©Stefano Blanc PNR Verdon

 

 

  Saint Mark (F) 

Mark, evangelist, is celebrated on April 25 in the liturgical calendar. But
throughout France, Saint-Marc is above all, revered for the protection of the
crops and fruits, especially of the vine. This protection sometimes extends to
transhumant herds. In Allemagne-en-Provence, an old tradition has made
Saint-Marc the protector of all the agricultural activity and the patron saint of
the village.

Attribution : DR
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En aucun cas les auteurs des contenus de ce site ne sauraient être tenus pour responsables de
problèmes ou d'accidents sur les itinéraires cités.
Cependant, nous comptons sur vous pour signaler toutes contradictions importantes entre cette
fiche et le terrain.
Pensez également à signaler les éventuels problèmes rencontrés pendant votre balade sur http://
sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr (erreur de balisage, panneau défectueux, pollution, conflit d'usages…).
La vente de cette fiche est autorisée au coût d'impression.
Ne pas jeter dans la nature.

L'outil Geotrek a été financé par l'Union européenne, le Parc national des Ecrins et le Parc national du
Mercantour.

Le projet Chemins des Parcs est financé par la Région Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur et les Parcs naturels
régionaux des Alpilles, de Camargue, du Luberon, du Queyras et du Verdon.

Ce projet partenarial rassemble également le Comité Régional du Tourisme, les agences départementales
de développement touristique, les offices de tourisme et les syndicats d'initiative.

The authors of this website will in no case be held responsible for problems or accidents on the
routes mentioned.
We count on you to point out any inconsistency between this content and the field itineraries
Please report any problems encountered on the routes (route marking problems, defective panels,
pollution, conflict of uses ...) on http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr 
The sale of this sheet is authorized at the cost of printing
Please don’t litter

The Geotrek tool was funded by the European Union, the Ecrins National Park and the Mercantour
National Park. 

The Chemins des Parcs project is funded by the Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur Region and the regional
nature parks of Alpilles, Camargue, Luberon, Queyras and the Verdon.

This project was developed in partnership with the Regional Tourism Committee, the departmental tourist
development agencies, and tourist offices. 
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Avec le soutien de   
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