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fullness and wonder at the wild beauty
of a long cliff ridge ...

"I love these landscapes steeped in massive limestone, the

tormented forms of valleys and ravines, the mixture of gray,

honey and moss, the parade of the cliff overlooking the

small village of Lioux, the panoramic views at sunset. .. A

pure happiness ! Anne-Camille Vinson, Master 2 intern at

the PACA Parks network. 

Useful information

Practice : WALKING 

Duration : 2 h 30 

Length : 7.3 km 

Trek ascent : 306 m 

Difficulty : Medium 

Type : Boucle 

Themes : A lookout, a viewpoint, 
Geology, Heritage and history 

Cliff of the Madeleine
Lioux 

 
Falaise de la Madeleine (©Solgne Louis - PNR Luberon) 
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Trek

Departure : Combe, Lioux hamlet car park
Arrival : Lioux
Markings :  GR®  Non balisé  PR  PR local 

Take a left at the exit of the parking and join the road junction. Take the D60 on the left towards Lioux and
its cliff.

1-At the exit of the first right turn (tank), turn left onto a dirt road (PR). Get out higher on the D60 and
take it to the left. At the entrance of the bend, turn right on a footpath at the foot of the cliff (PR). At the
height of the first houses of Lioux, join again the D60 on the left (not marked), then reach the nearby
church and the wash house opposite. Continue the road, exit the village of Lioux and continue to the right
on a stony path (PR). Walk along the foot of the cliff  and climb a steep ramp. Unblock between two
houses, turn left and immediately right then continue the path between vineyards, truffle and lavender
(PR).

2- - At the mas of La Verrerie, turn right and climb the ancestral path to the crests. Take a bend, turn right
and continue 20 m further on the right path (PR). Start to descend along the ridges, then 150 m lower, to
sneak right on a path that approaches the edge of the cliff of La Madeleine (local PR, green mark up dots).
Get out on the path more marked then repeat twice this escapade right on the edge of cliff. Follow the
rocky trail in the scrubland, descend and climb a rock jump (walk) to reach the top of a shoulder (cairn).

3- Continue the path along the ridges. Further on, continue on the path on the right to follow the cliff
edge (green dots). Join again the main rocky path (PR and green dots) and go straight up to the top of a
bump. Sneak behind on the trail that skirts left over the grove of trees (green dots), then 30 m lower, dive
on the right path (PR and green dots).

4- Unclog on an esplanade near the old mill. Go down the paved path and walk along the foot of the cliff.
Pass the cemetery and reach the D60. Turn left and go down the road to the hamlet of La Combe.
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On your path...

 

 A fault and a cliff (A)   The Lioux village (B)  

 The canal and the fountain (C)   The glass factory (D)  

 The Monts-de-Vaucluse (E)   Belvedere to the north (F)  

 Belvedere to the south, south-east (G)   Belvedere to the south west (H)  

 The Lioux castles (I)   The Lioux old mill (J)  
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Access

18 km north-west of Apt by the D900, D4 and
D60.

Advised parking

Parking en bord de D60a à la sortie du hameau de
la Combe ou ''village bas'' de Lioux.

Source

 Luberon Géoparc mondial
UNESCO

All useful information

 Advices 

Extreme vigilance along the path that runs along the cliff (between points 2 and 4).

Watch out for the ankles in the many rugged rocky passages (lapiaz).

Stay attentive to follow the mark-up (many diverticula).

Altimetric profile

 

Min elevation 278 m
Max elevation 539 m

 

04/20/2024 • Cliff of the Madeleine 4/10



 

 Information desks 

House of the Luberon Regional Nature Park

60, place Jean Jaurès, 84400 Apt

accueil@parcduluberon.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 90 04 42 00
https://www.parcduluberon.fr/

 

Luberon UNESCO Global Geopark
60, place Jean Jaurès, 84400 Apt

stephane.legal@parcduluberon.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 90 04 42 00
https://www.parcduluberon.fr/unesco-geoparc/

 

OTI Pays d’Apt Luberon
788 avenue Victor Hugo, 84400 Apt

oti@paysapt-luberon.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 90 74 03 18
http://www.luberon-apt.fr/
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On your path...

 

  A fault and a cliff (A) 

The Earth is an active planet, alive, animated by movements. This results in soft
deformations  (folds),  or  brittle  (fractures  and  faults).  The  Madeleine  cliff
corresponds to one of these faults. The northern compartment of the fault is
sunk several tens of meters. It is the ditch of Lioux where the village settled.
The southern compartment, made of very hard limestones, remained in relief.
Thus the cliff highlights exactly the layout of this fault in the landscape

Attribution : ©OTI Pays d'Apt Luberon

 

 

  The Lioux village (B) 

The Lioux municipality covers nearly 4,000 ha! This gives it  very contrasting
landscapes between scrubland, old castles and dark forest. Lioux is separated
into two parts: the old village with the Romanesque church at the foot of the
cliff and the "low village", in the valley. It is said that Hannibal, accompanied by
his  war elephants,  crossed Lioux before reaching the road to the Alps.  This
explains the presence of an elephant on the coat of arms of the municipality.

Attribution : ©Eric Garnier - PNR Luberon

 

 

  The canal and the fountain (C) 

See on the road this channel, trace of an old canal which brought the water,
without doubt to the village. Shortly after, when you get to the first houses, you
will find a source, the Orchard Fountain and its wash house below. The water,
in Provence, was rare and valuable. This is still the case ; !

Attribution : ©Christine Balme - PNR Luberon

 

 

  The glass factory (D) 

This bastide is called "La Verrerie", the only remnant of a distant past where
glass was made. For this, it takes sand, lime and especially a lot of wood to feed
the  furnaces.  From the  Middle  Ages,  the  glass  works  are  implanted  in  the
region, because of the magnificent forests that cover Monts-de-Vaucluse and
Luberon,  which  they gradually  raze!  In  1701,  the  Simiane  council  begs  to
"suppress the glass factory which is the forest chancre". The last glass factory
of the country of Apt will close in 1889.

Attribution : ©Eric Garnier - PNR Luberon
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  The Monts-de-Vaucluse (E) 

See also the massive massif of Monts-de-Vaucluse, large limestone slab very
thick (more than 1000 m). It collects, in depth, the rainwater that will come out
in Fontaine-de-Vaucluse, 1st source of France by its flow. On their southern
edge,  the  Monts-de-Vaucluse  are  cut  canyons  like  the  one  from  combe  of
Lioux,  opposite or  of  Vaumale,  in  the west,  allowing to connect  the waters
circulation of the plateau with the one of Apt bassin .

Attribution : ©Eric Garnier - PNR Luberon

 

 

  Belvedere to the north (F) 

To the north, below, we can find hills of gray clays. Insignificantly, these clays
and the fossils they contain allowed the creation, in 1840, of one of the stages
of  the  international  stratigraphic  scale  which  breakdown the history  of  the
Earth, in eras, period, stages .. . Since its formation more than 4 billion years
ago. This floor is the Aptian, which takes its name from Apt, of course, between
-125 and -113 million years ago.

Attribution : ©Eric Garnier - PNR Luberon

 

 

  Belvedere to the south, south-east (G) 

On the south-south-east side, the view emerges on the hills of the massive
ocrieres, the Claparèdes plateau and the Saignon rock, then the Grand Luberon
massif and its summit, the Mourre Nègre (1,125 m). The birth of the Grand
Luberon is linked to that of the Pyrenees about 40 million years ago. Just like
those massifs oriented east-west (Alpilles, Ste-Baume, Ste-Victoire ...).
Subsequently, the formation of the Alps will enhance this relief then erosion
will mold it.
Attribution : ©Eric Garnier - PNR Luberon

 

 

  Belvedere to the south west (H) 

Magnificent and grandiose belvedere to the south west on the Petit Luberon
massif  and its  vast  summit  plateau.  Full  west,  the village of  Gordes  is  well
located, built and nested on the edge of the molasse plateau, the "Pierre du
Midi". Further south, a part of the ocher massif is discovered, with its red and
yellow sands. These sands of alteration are the index of a tropical Provence 100
million years ago.

Attribution : ©Christine Balme - PNR Luberon
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  The Lioux castles (I) 

North facing, overlooking the valley of Lioux,  the majestic ruins of Castellas
enthroned on their rocky peak. This castle in the defensive position is only one
of the 5 castles of  the town;!  Why such an abundance;? Parrotier Castle is
located in the lower village of Lioux but those of Bezaure, Saint-Lambert and
Javon are further away. They were once attached to municipalities of the same
name that joined Lioux in 1793, adding 3 castles on the perimeter of the town.

Attribution : ©Eric Garnier - PNR Luberon

 

 

  The Lioux old mill (J) 

The Luberon mills originally used the strength of man or animals. Then it was
replaced by the force of the water and finally that of the wind. Provence was
the first French region to build windmills, because of its relief and strong winds
that cross it. The first were attested in 1180, allowing to grind grain and olive.
The tower that is observed is the remnant of an old windmill, it is currently
inhabited (private, can not visit).

Attribution : ©DR
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En aucun cas les auteurs des contenus de ce site ne sauraient être tenus pour responsables de
problèmes ou d'accidents sur les itinéraires cités.
Cependant, nous comptons sur vous pour signaler toutes contradictions importantes entre cette
fiche et le terrain.
Pensez également à signaler les éventuels problèmes rencontrés pendant votre balade sur http://
sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr (erreur de balisage, panneau défectueux, pollution, conflit d'usages…).
La vente de cette fiche est autorisée au coût d'impression.
Ne pas jeter dans la nature.

L'outil Geotrek a été financé par l'Union européenne, le Parc national des Ecrins et le Parc national du
Mercantour.

Le projet Chemins des Parcs est financé par la Région Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur et les Parcs naturels
régionaux des Alpilles, de Camargue, du Luberon, du Queyras et du Verdon.

Ce projet partenarial rassemble également le Comité Régional du Tourisme, les agences départementales
de développement touristique, les offices de tourisme et les syndicats d'initiative.

The authors of this website will in no case be held responsible for problems or accidents on the
routes mentioned.
We count on you to point out any inconsistency between this content and the field itineraries
Please report any problems encountered on the routes (route marking problems, defective panels,
pollution, conflict of uses ...) on http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr 
The sale of this sheet is authorized at the cost of printing
Please don’t litter

The Geotrek tool was funded by the European Union, the Ecrins National Park and the Mercantour
National Park. 

The Chemins des Parcs project is funded by the Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur Region and the regional
nature parks of Alpilles, Camargue, Luberon, Queyras and the Verdon.

This project was developed in partnership with the Regional Tourism Committee, the departmental tourist
development agencies, and tourist offices. 
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Avec le soutien de  Avec l'aide technique de :

Luberon Géoparc mondial UNESCO
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