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A circuit in the heart of the villages and
hamlets  of  Camargue,  close  to  one  of
the  last  marshy  islets  located  in
agricultural zone.

From the Saliers marsh to the Petit-Rhône, water is the blue

thread of this route interspersed with wooded areas like the

wood of Lauricet and landscapes cultivated when passing

near the rice paddies! From Albaron to Saliers, passing

through Saint-Gilles, the paths used cross Camargue villages

and hamlets. A pleasant loop that is an invitation to discover

the landscapes of the Camargue lowland but also the

heritage and history of the territory.

Useful information

Practice : BIKE 

Duration : 3 h 

Length : 32.3 km 

Trek ascent : 24 m 

Difficulty : Very easy 

Type : Boucle 

Themes : Heritage and history, Local
products, Waters and rivers 

Accessibility : Hybrid bike 

The Albaron marsh in Saliers by bike
Arles 

 
Cycliste sur la route des Figares (©Juliette Primpier - PNR Camargue) 
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Trek

Departure : Primary School, Albaron
Arrival : Albaron
Markings :  GR®  Vélo 

From the place of the primary school of Albaron, go to the right on the D37 for 1 km, towards Saliers. Turn
left towards the Maison du riz and Mas de la Vigne on the Figares road for 9 km.

1 - At the junction of the D572, turn left towards the bridge then cross the Petit Rhône. Enter the Gard
department. Continue for 400 m. Turn right towards the D179 towards Fourques. Cross the railway and
then take the path on the left. Continue for 1.5 km and cross the canal. Recover avenue Emile Cazelles
right, pass the bullring of Saint-Gilles.

2 - At the intersection with Chanzy Boulevard, turn left. Cross the Canal du Rhône at Sète. Continue on the
D6572, the road of Arles on 1.5 km. Cross the Petit Rhône again. Leave on the left the Hotel de Cabanettes
then turn to the right on the D37 towards Saliers and Albaron then continue for 1 km.

3 - After the Saliérène manade, take the road on the left. Pass through the Saliers hamlet and turn left
after the church. Retrieve the D37 on the right, then join point 1. In point 1, join the start of the ride by
the same route taken one way.
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On your path...
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 La Maison du riz (A)   Rice-farming (B)  

 The Lauricet wood (C)   Les marais de Saliers (D)  

 Le Petit-Rhône (E)   Saint-Gilles (F)  

 PDO bull meat from Camargue (G)   The Saliers village and his Templiers (H)  

07/01/2025 • The Albaron marsh in Saliers by bike 4/11



Transports

Envia transport network : Line 20 > Arles/Les
Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer by Albaron (free bikes
racks) >> www.tout-envia.com;
www.pacamobilite.fr

Access

15 km south-west of Arles, by the D570.

Advised parking

Ecole primaire, Albaron

All useful information

 Advices 

At the intersection of the D572, dangerous road, caution!

D37, dangerous road, caution!

Respect the rules of the road on roads open to public traffic.

Take the bike to cross the two bridges on the GR653, direction Saint-Gille

Rice house (rice farm that can be visited by reservation: 04 90 97 11 29).

Altimetric profile

 

Min elevation 2 m
Max elevation 5 m
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 Information desks 

OT Arles

9 Boulevard des Lices, 13200 Arles

ot-arles@arlestourisme.com
Tel : +33 (0)4 90 18 41 20
http://www.arlestourisme.com/fr/

 

the Camargue museum
Mas du pont de rousty, 13200 Arles

info@parc-camargue.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 90 97 10 40
http://www.parc-camargue.fr/
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On your path...

 

  La Maison du riz (A) 

Rice is an emblematic product of Camargue. The Maison du Riz, an educational
space in the heart of the Camargue, presents the evolution of rice farming from
its beginnings to the present day. Various spaces have been created to display
the specific equipment for rice cultivation and rice milling as well as to present
the evolution of the rice grain and its different stages of processing. The
Roziere family, passionate rice farmers, welcome visitors to a real farm.

Attribution : ©PNR Camargue

 

 

  Rice-farming (B) 

Rice farming has been present in the Camargue since the post-war period.
Complex, this culture follows several stages: lifting, tillering, bolting, return and
flowering. The land is flooded to promote the germination of rice grains and
prevent the proliferation of fungi. Rice farming therefore requires freshwater
irrigation and extensive drainage to develop the saltiest land. Huge amounts of
water between the two arms of the Rhône (400 million m3 per year) are
needed.

Attribution : ©PNR Camargue

 

 

  The Lauricet wood (C) 

The Lauricet wood, located along the Petit Rhône, is one of the few wooded
areas of the Camargue. The Camargue environment is strongly marked by salt
and only the banks of the river and its alluvial ridges escape this influence.
These protective forests are called riparian forests. On the banks of the river,
the woods survive thanks to the fresh water they need. They develop a much
more luxuriant vegetation. These woods are important habitats for local
wildlife.

Attribution : ©Opus Species - PNR Camargue
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  Les marais de Saliers (D) 

In the greater Camargue, the marais de Saliers represent one of the main zones
of marshes and ponds soft or brackish. This Camargue sector fluvio-lacustrine
includes a mosaic of natural habitats such as reed beds, typhids, wet meadows,
saladella lawns, but also sansouïres and agricultural areas, mainly rice paddies.
The cattle industry is also well represented. Les marais de Saliers formerly
occupied a large part of the territory.

Attribution : ©Opus Species - PNR Camargue

 

 

  Le Petit-Rhône (E) 

The Petit-Rhône is an arm of the Rhône delta which marks the administrative
boundary between the Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur and Occitanie regions,
between the departments of Bouches-du-Rhône and Gard, and more
symbolically between the Camargue gardoise and the great Camargue. It
separates from the Grand Rhone north of Arles to reach the Mediterranean Sea
near Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer. The Petit-Rhône is recognized as an important
site for the recovery of migratory fish.

Attribution : ©Opus Species - PNR Camargue

 

 

  Saint-Gilles (F) 

Saint-Gilles,  gateway  to  the  Camargue,  is  located  on  the  Chemin  de  Saint-
Jacques de Compostelle, this is the first step on the way to Arles. Since 1998,
the abbey church of Saint-Gilles is a UNESCO World Heritage Site under the
Chemins de Saint-Jacques de Compostelle. The old medieval center confirms
the rich heritage of Saint-Gilles. Because of its geographical position, between
the hillsides of Costières and Camargue, the landscapes that surround the city
are changing.

Attribution : ©DR

 

 

  PDO bull meat from Camargue (G) 

In 1996, bull meat was the first red meat to obtain the Appellation d'Origine
Contrôlée (AOC). It gets the Protected Designation of Origin in 2011. In addition
to the delimitation of a strict geographical area where the animal must be
born, bred and slaughtered, the farms must meet specifications that impose in
particular the exclusivity of breeds of Biòu and Combat and the practice of
extensive breeding. Bullfighting in the Camargue is mainly for bull games.

Attribution : ©Marion Fauvel - PNR Camargue
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  The Saliers village and his Templiers (H) 

The name of Saliers (Salliers) comes from the fact that the village was a deposit
of salt until 1246. A second etymological hypothesis is based on a Provençal
derivative: salo (room, then house, castle). In the Middle Ages, Saliers is one of
the largest agricultural estates in the Camargue. Particularly fertile, the whole
area was covered with wheat fields, meadows, fruit trees. At this time, les
Templiers, then les Hospitaliers de Saint-Jean-de-Jérusalem are the lords.

Attribution : ©Chloé Scannapiéco - PNR Camargue
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En aucun cas les auteurs des contenus de ce site ne sauraient être tenus pour responsables de
problèmes ou d'accidents sur les itinéraires cités.
Cependant, nous comptons sur vous pour signaler toutes contradictions importantes entre cette
fiche et le terrain.
Pensez également à signaler les éventuels problèmes rencontrés pendant votre balade sur http://
sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr (erreur de balisage, panneau défectueux, pollution, conflit d'usages…).
La vente de cette fiche est autorisée au coût d'impression.
Ne pas jeter dans la nature.

L'outil Geotrek a été financé par l'Union européenne, le Parc national des Ecrins et le Parc national du
Mercantour.

Le projet Chemins des Parcs est financé par la Région Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur et les Parcs naturels
régionaux des Alpilles, de Camargue, du Luberon, du Queyras et du Verdon.

Ce projet partenarial rassemble également le Comité Régional du Tourisme, les agences départementales
de développement touristique, les offices de tourisme et les syndicats d'initiative.

The authors of this website will in no case be held responsible for problems or accidents on the
routes mentioned.
We count on you to point out any inconsistency between this content and the field itineraries
Please report any problems encountered on the routes (route marking problems, defective panels,
pollution, conflict of uses ...) on http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr 
The sale of this sheet is authorized at the cost of printing
Please don’t litter

The Geotrek tool was funded by the European Union, the Ecrins National Park and the Mercantour
National Park. 

The Chemins des Parcs project is funded by the Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur Region and the regional
nature parks of Alpilles, Camargue, Luberon, Queyras and the Verdon.

This project was developed in partnership with the Regional Tourism Committee, the departmental tourist
development agencies, and tourist offices. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

07/01/2025 • The Albaron marsh in Saliers by bike 10/11

http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr
http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr


Avec le soutien de   
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