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Climbing on the third summit of the Var,
from the village of Aiguines, leads to
contemplation.

The summit allows you to embrace with one look all the

diversity of the landscapes of the Verdon Regional Nature

Park: the hills of the Haut Var, the Great Gorges, the

Valensole plateau with its wheat and lavender fields, the

mountains of the alpine foothills, Lake Sainte-Croix... The

climb is difficult, but the satisfaction of getting to the top will

make you forget quickly the tiredness.

Useful information

Practice : WALKING 

Duration : 5 h 30 

Length : 9.9 km 

Trek ascent : 808 m 

Difficulty : Difficult 

Type : Aller-retour 

Themes : A lookout, a viewpoint, Flora,
Heritage and history 

The Grand Margès
Aiguines 

 
Toujours au sommet (©Stefano Blanc - PNR Verdon) 
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Trek

Departure : Town hall, Aiguines
Arrival : Town hall, Aiguines
Markings :  GR® 

Opposite the town hall, turn right towards the Barda square. In front of the big fountain, turn right via the
alley passing near the belfry. From there, reach the upper street, follow it to the left, following the red
and white markings of the GR® 99. Once you have gone through the village, leave for a moment the
marked and paved path and climb to the right towards the Saint-Pierre chapel and the orientation table.
Then go behind the chapel and reach the GR, then the road to the Gorges.

1 - Cross the road, go along it for about 50m. Then go on the opposite side of the campsite's entrance and
go up through the GR into the undergrowth. Continue straight in a mixed forest of scots pines and oaks.

2 - At the intersection leave the path to the left which goes down to the Vaumale circus. Walk through a
sinkhole and then coming out of a second sinkhole, go up on the right towards the top of the Grand
Margès.

3 - From the peak, turn around and go back down using the same route.
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On your path...

 

 Don't lose the ball (A)   To beech or not to beech (B)  

 The Maquis Vallier (C)   Fairy rings (D)  

 View of the lake and the Gorges (E)  
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Access

A 15 km au sud de Moustiers-Sainte-Marie, suivre
les  D952,  D957  puis  D19  jusqu’à  Aiguines.
Stationner sur le parking proche de la mairie et
face au Monument aux morts.

Advised parking

Parking rue de l'Arena (face au Monument aux
morts, proche mairie), Aiguines

 

All useful information

 Advices 

Avoid high summer temperatures, leave early. We recommend: 2L of water per person, a hat and
proper hiking shoes.

Altimetric profile

 

Min elevation 785 m
Max elevation 1570 m

 

 Information desks 

House of the Verdon Regional Nature Park

Domaine de Valx, 04360 Moustiers-Sainte-Marie

info@parcduverdon.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 92 74 68 00
http://www.parcduverdon.fr/

 

OT Aiguines
Allée des Tilleuls, 83630 Aiguines

ot@aiguines.com
Tel : +33 (0)4 94 70 21 64
http://www.aiguines.fr/
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On your path...

 

  Don't lose the ball (A) 

Since the 16th century, Aiguines has been the town of woodturners. The
presence of the forest has allowed the use of several species including
boxwood. Wood cutters would go all the way into the Gorges to cut it. It was
mostly used for manufacturing the studded petanque ball, which made the
reputation of the town. To relive this exciting saga, visit the woodturners
museum, artist studios and the Escoulen school which mark the revival of the
activity.

Attribution : ©Bruno Vacherand-Denand

 

 

  To beech or not to beech (B) 

The beech forest of Aiguines is a Mediterranean beech forest. It's pretty rare,
the beech being a species that loves moderate temperatures and high
humidity. The freshness and moisture of the Gorges allowed this species to
expand into the north facing slopes, above the Verdon, in the town of Aiguines.
This mature forest is home to beautiful old trees, a remarkable diversity of
vegetation and a wide range of animal species. A biodiversity home!

Attribution : ©Gwenael Saby - PNR Verdon

 

 

  The Maquis Vallier (C) 

Margès and the Plan of Canjuers are a place of memory of the French
Resistance movement of Haut-Var during World War II. Between 1943-1944,
the maquis (rural guerrilla bands of French Resistance fighters) of the Secret
Army, link to an entire organization of the Resistance, is established. It will be
called the Maquis Vallier, in reference to its Lieutenant, Gleb Sivirine said
Vallier. Composed of many Resistance fighters of the Compulsory Work Service
(Service de Travail Obligatoire - STO), the group will reach to hundreds of men
and will operate as a military training camp.

Attribution : ©DR

 

 

  Fairy rings (D) 

The fairy ring, (also known as fairy circle, elf circle or pixie ring) is a naturally
occurring phenomenon, consisting of a colony of fruit bodies aligned in a
roughly circular form, appearing in woodlands or in grasslands. They can be
seen in the grasslands of Mount Grand Margès.

Attribution : ©Jordan Lacoste - PNR Verdon
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  View of the lake and the Gorges (E) 

From Margès, a stunning view of the Canyon, the Valensole plateau and Lake
Sainte Croix.

Attribution : ©Jordan Lacoste - PNR Verdon
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En aucun cas les auteurs des contenus de ce site ne sauraient être tenus pour responsables de
problèmes ou d'accidents sur les itinéraires cités.
Cependant, nous comptons sur vous pour signaler toutes contradictions importantes entre cette
fiche et le terrain.
Pensez également à signaler les éventuels problèmes rencontrés pendant votre balade sur http://
sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr (erreur de balisage, panneau défectueux, pollution, conflit d'usages…).
La vente de cette fiche est autorisée au coût d'impression.
Ne pas jeter dans la nature.

L'outil Geotrek a été financé par l'Union européenne, le Parc national des Ecrins et le Parc national du
Mercantour.

Le projet Chemins des Parcs est financé par la Région Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur et les Parcs naturels
régionaux des Alpilles, de Camargue, du Luberon, du Queyras et du Verdon.

Ce projet partenarial rassemble également le Comité Régional du Tourisme, les agences départementales
de développement touristique, les offices de tourisme et les syndicats d'initiative.

The authors of this website will in no case be held responsible for problems or accidents on the
routes mentioned.
We count on you to point out any inconsistency between this content and the field itineraries
Please report any problems encountered on the routes (route marking problems, defective panels,
pollution, conflict of uses ...) on http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr 
The sale of this sheet is authorized at the cost of printing
Please don’t litter

The Geotrek tool was funded by the European Union, the Ecrins National Park and the Mercantour
National Park. 

The Chemins des Parcs project is funded by the Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur Region and the regional
nature parks of Alpilles, Camargue, Luberon, Queyras and the Verdon.

This project was developed in partnership with the Regional Tourism Committee, the departmental tourist
development agencies, and tourist offices. 
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Avec le soutien de   
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