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A long walk where forests and crops,
rocky valleys and open areas, wild
valleys and villages of stone succeed
each other.

To go horseback riding on this great route on the south side

of the Monts-de-Vaucluse, is the guarantee of a great trip!

From the back of your horse, between paths and stony trails,

you will enjoy the view of multiple terraces and dry stone

walls, the wild beauty of the place and of the harmony of

the landscapes and vast views of Monts-de- Vaucluse,

Ventoux and Luberon.

Useful information

Practice : HORSEBACK 

Duration : 4 h 30 

Length : 21.5 km 

Trek ascent : 680 m 

Difficulty : Medium 

Type : Boucle 

Themes : Flora, Geology, Heritage and
history 

Accessibility : Donkey hiking 

Monts-de-Vaucluse by horseback
Joucas 

 
Sur les hauteurs de Murs (Florence Farcot - Centre équestre de Joucas) 
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Trek

Departure : car park on the left at the foot of the village of Joucas
Arrival : village of Joucas
Markings :  Equestre  GR®  PR 

When leaving the car park, take a left. Right after the coffee bar, take a right and then a narrow and rocky
passage (marked horse routes). At the top, turn left and then right along the road to reach the D102A. Go
down to the right for 50 m and rush in on the track to the left. At the intersection “Plantades”, turn on the
left, reach the ditch of La Rourette (pole) and take a right on the path leading to the D102A. Cross the
road and continue across until the village of Murs.
1- Go through the village towards Venasque (D4), continue straight at the first intersection and turn left
on a small road. Below, at the crossroads “Les vallons”, continue straight. Take the rise then turn right
onto the old path to the Col de Murs.
2- At the Col de Murs, go left, continue on the main track for 3.5 km and reach the D244. Cross the road
and turn right lower down on a trail. Lead back to the D244 and the Col 100 m downstream.
3- At the col des Trois Termes (pole), turn left on the D177, then 50 m further down, go down the path to
the left until the creek of Puy Neuf. There, climb the other side and after a steep slope, cross the area of
the Dalle des Busans. At the exit of a road, turn right, then 200 m further, turn left on a path along an old
meadow. Go straight, turn slightly on the left and then switch until you reach a wider path. Cross a short
passage between two walls (can be avoided by taking a right turn) and go straight on the paved road to
the D15.
4- At the intersection “Fontanille”, leave the marked horse routes and go up the road to the left for 750 m.
Go down a gravel path and reach the heights of the gorges of Véroncle (lectern). Continue straight on the
path (PR) that descends to the hamlet of Grailles. Upon arrival on the tarmac, turn left (markup GRP®),
cross the small bridge, go along an old mill, then go up the path on the left. Turn right 50 m further, then
immediately on the right again, to land on a track (markup PR). Cross and remain across on the small road
that leads back to Joucas.
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On your path...

 

 Here, time stops... (A)  The castle of Murs (B) 

 Crillon le Brave, life of a warrior (C)   First wood fuel boiler of PACA (D)  

 The Upper Valley of Sénancole (E)   Gorges de Véroncle (F)  

 The Grailles mill (G)  
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Access

1 km northwest of Apt by the D900, D201, D4,
D60 and D102A.

Source

 Luberon Géoparc mondial
UNESCO

All useful information

 Advices 

At the start: washed concrete then stony and rocky path.
Before point 2: a passageway with large rocks. 
After point 3: successions of slabs, rocky passages.
Between points 3 and 4: a narrow passage in slabs.
Before point 4: two rocky passages.
Between point 4 and the finishing point: a narrow passage in slabs.

Altimetric profile

 

Min elevation 198 m
Max elevation 644 m
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 Information desks 

House of the Luberon Regional Nature Park

60, place Jean Jaurès, 84400 Apt

accueil@parcduluberon.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 90 04 42 00
https://www.parcduluberon.fr/

 

OTI Pays d’Apt Luberon
788 avenue Victor Hugo, 84400 Apt

oti@paysapt-luberon.fr
Tel : +33 (0)4 90 74 03 18
http://www.luberon-apt.fr/
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On your path...

 

  Here, time stops... (A) 

Between Ventoux and Luberon, this wooded limestone massif opens onto rare
agricultural parcels. Contemporary human presence is discreet but the wealth
of the dry stone heritage is a reminder of its historical presence. A network of
winding roads and ancient mule tracks serve the hilltop villages alongside the
massif. These roads, dotted with remarkable oaks, reinforce the bucolic
character of this countryside that seems frozen as if it was timeless.

Attribution : ©Françoise Delville - PNR Luberon

 

 

  The castle of Murs (B) 

It was around year 1.000 that the land of Murs is given to the Agoult family
who will build a castle. For four centuries, it was mainly a stronghold for the
soldiers of the lord and the dungeon was then built there. After the Agoult
family, came the weapons of the Astouaud family which you can see on the
castle gate. The church was built in a Romanesque style in the 12th century
inside the castle. The building is private and therefore closed to the public.

Attribution : ©Alain Hocquel - VPA

 

 

  Crillon le Brave, life of a warrior (C) 

At the heart of the village of Murs hides the birth house of Crillon le Brave,
born in 1543. Born Louis de Berton des Balbes, he will then become Crillon and
will continue to wage war. He accompanied 5 kings of France, Henri II, François
II, Charles IX, the Duke of Anjou who became Henri III, and it was Henri IV, his
comrade, who gave him the name Brave Crillon. His life was made of battles,
wounds and victories.  He died in 1615 in Avignon, a victim of his countless
injuries.

Attribution : ©Alain Hocquel - VPA

 

 

  First wood fuel boiler of PACA (D) 

All of Remourase houses the very first collective energy wood boiler in the
Luberon ... and even in the region! Established in 2000 during the
redevelopment of a former holiday camp, it can heat 6 public housing, a lodge,
a community hall and 5 local professionals. It is a renewable energy that
contributes to the maintenance and the enhancement of the forest land. Since
then, more than 40 boiler rooms of this type were carried out in Luberon.

Attribution : ©Hervé Vincent
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  The Upper Valley of Sénancole (E) 

This site spans over 45ha and is a centre for biodiversity. On its dry lawns, no
less than 214 species of Mediterranean and mountain plants, including 13 rare
species, are present such as Mountain Inula or the Ophrys drumana, 53 species
of butterflies and 27 species of crickets and grasshoppers. Breeding birds or
few amphibians complete this ecological wealth, hence the need to preserve
this Natura 2000 site by joint management.

Attribution : Laurent Michel - PNR Luberon

 

 

  Gorges de Véroncle (F) 

The water flow between the collapsed ditch of Murs located on the heights of
the  limestone  plateau  and  the  Apt  basin  downstream,  dug  this  impressive
canyon  called  "raccordement".  Then  the  corrosive  action  of  rain  water
containing carbon dioxide has gradually, through dissolution, enlarged cracks to
create true underground networks. The Gorges de Véroncle are not used or
hardly used by water, but contain an amazing industrial heritage.

Attribution : ©Eric Garnier - PNR Luberon

 

 

  The Grailles mill (G) 

There are a few remains of this mill dating from the 16th century, deeply
restored and transformed into a dwelling. Beyond the changes, it is similar in its
operation to the Cabrier mill upstream and constitutes one of the last of the 10
mills along the Véroncle.

Attribution : ©Eric Garnier - PNR Luberon
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En aucun cas les auteurs des contenus de ce site ne sauraient être tenus pour responsables de
problèmes ou d'accidents sur les itinéraires cités.
Cependant, nous comptons sur vous pour signaler toutes contradictions importantes entre cette
fiche et le terrain.
Pensez également à signaler les éventuels problèmes rencontrés pendant votre balade sur http://
sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr (erreur de balisage, panneau défectueux, pollution, conflit d'usages…).
La vente de cette fiche est autorisée au coût d'impression.
Ne pas jeter dans la nature.

L'outil Geotrek a été financé par l'Union européenne, le Parc national des Ecrins et le Parc national du
Mercantour.

Le projet Chemins des Parcs est financé par la Région Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur et les Parcs naturels
régionaux des Alpilles, de Camargue, du Luberon, du Queyras et du Verdon.

Ce projet partenarial rassemble également le Comité Régional du Tourisme, les agences départementales
de développement touristique, les offices de tourisme et les syndicats d'initiative.

The authors of this website will in no case be held responsible for problems or accidents on the
routes mentioned.
We count on you to point out any inconsistency between this content and the field itineraries
Please report any problems encountered on the routes (route marking problems, defective panels,
pollution, conflict of uses ...) on http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr 
The sale of this sheet is authorized at the cost of printing
Please don’t litter

The Geotrek tool was funded by the European Union, the Ecrins National Park and the Mercantour
National Park. 

The Chemins des Parcs project is funded by the Provence-Alpes-Côte-d'Azur Region and the regional
nature parks of Alpilles, Camargue, Luberon, Queyras and the Verdon.

This project was developed in partnership with the Regional Tourism Committee, the departmental tourist
development agencies, and tourist offices. 
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Avec le soutien de  Avec l'aide technique de :

Luberon Géoparc mondial UNESCO

 

• 
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